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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN VISIT TO BELGIUM 

REF: BRUSSELS 7932 

1 . KOREAN COUNSELOR KIM TOLD US AUG 27 THAT BELGIANS STILL HAD 
NOT GRANTED VISAS TO THREE NORTH KOREAN JOURNALISTS AS OF 
AUG 26. KIM HAS HAD A NUMBER OF DISCUSSIONS WITH DUTCH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ABOUT VISIT AND IT IS HIS IMPRESSION VISIT 
WILL GO AHEAD. HE ALSO INFORMED US THAT A SIX-MAN GROUP OF 
NORTH KOREAN LAWYERS WAS TRYING JOIN JOURNALISTS. LAWYERS ARE 
SUPPOSEDLY MEMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JURISTS AND, 
LIKE THREEJOURNALISTS, MADE BENELUX VISA APPLICATIONS IN 
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2. KIM SAID THAT IN HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY HE 
HAD POINTED OUT THAT DPRK JOURNALISTS WERE LIKELY ENGAGE IN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. IN ANY CASE, THEY WERE CERTAINLY NOT 
GATHERING MATERIAL FOR USE IN NORTH KOREA SINCE PUBLICATION 
"KOREA TODAY" WAS ONLY CIRCULATED ABROAD FOR PROPAGANDA. HE 
SAID GON WAS NOT HAPPY WITH VISIT, BUT WAS NOT PREPARED TO 
PROHIBIT IT. DUTCH WOULD WATCH ACTIVITIES OF KOREANS CAREFULLY 
TO ENSURE THEY OPERATED WITHIN TERMS OF VISA. 
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